
Sherman Avenue Subdivision  

Wrong Project in Wrong Place 



Right Law for Right Time 

• Steep slope law adopted by Harrison Town Board 
February 9, 2006 

 

• Steep slopes are environmentally sensitive areas worth 
protecting. 

 

• Critical slope development, may constitute potential 
dangers to the public health, safety and welfare.  



Steep slopes are environmentally sensitive areas worth protecting. 

Factors that contribute to Flooding 

Soggy spot or shallow pond 

   Run off & Saturated Soil causes shallow ponds 

Common causes of 

wetlands include: 

 

Floodwaters  

from nearby rivers  

 

Saturation  

from rain and runoff  

 

Groundwater  

close to the surface 

that flows up  

Heavy Rain  

Impermeable Rock 

Loss of Trees  

Steep Slopes 

http://science.howstuffworks.com/nature/natural-disasters/flood.htm


         

 Applicant failed to respond to all public comments  

 and substantive comments in the FEIS   

 



Failed to respond to all substantive comments in the FEIS 

White tail deer  

 

 



• I am isolating this issue to demonstrate that the inadequacy of and lack of 

thoroughness in the environmental reports the applicant presented in their FEIS. 

• One item of particular interest to the community concerns the spread of the white tail 

deer population. PEPA has worked with the Town and County on this issue for many 

years. 

• PEPA recommended that the white tail deer problem in Harrison, and more 

specifically, in Purchase be addressed in any revised  Master or Comprehensive 

Plan. 

• That said while the failure to address the white tail deer issue may not be the most 

critical issue such as flooding I aim to use this issue to demonstrate the inadequacy 

of the applicant to perform fundamental environmental review and respond to 

concerns raised by the neighbors who will be effected most by the developer’s 

proposal. 

 

Failed to respond to all substantive comments in the FEIS  

White tail deer 



Failed to respond to all substantive comments in the FEIS  

White tail deer 

    During the DEIS Public 
Hearings of July 22, 2008 & 
October 28, 2008 residents 
expressed concern about the 
significant deer presence in 
the area  

 

 Instead of performing an 
investigation to address the 
residents comments regarding 
deer the applicant’s responses 
in the FEIS appear to be 
limited to a simple reiteration of 
what was said in the DEIS 

Reference page 116 of the  PDF version of the FEIS 



Failed to respond to all substantive comments in the FEIS  

White tail deer 

  

     The DEIS states: 

    

   “the deer deserve 

special mention in that 

they were specifically 

identified in the scoping 

outline as a concern” 



Failed to respond to all substantive comments by the public  

White tail deer 

  

 

 However, other than 

scant mention of deer, 

as seen here in the 

C&H Environmental 

Report, there is virtually 

no quantitative research 

on the deer population. 

Reference DEIS appendix C page 16 

 



Failed to respond to all substantive comments by the public  

White tail deer 

How many white tail deer are actually on the 13 acres?  

 

• The C&H Environmental Report merely states they “saw almost no sign 

of deer.”  

 

• Note “almost” is not defined.  

 

• The CH report does not provide a number or count of any kind for the 

quantity of deer on the 13 acres of property that includes a forest.  

 

• The C&H statement is in contrast with the public comments made during 

the DEIS Public Hearings of July 22, 2008 and October 28, 2008 where 

residents indicated there was a significant deer presence in the area. 

Furthermore the FEIS does not address it. 

 



The Sherman Avenue Subdivision should be denied  

• The applicant has ignored the extent of impacts 

– Failed to address substantive comments in FEIS 

– Incomplete SEQRA review  

 

• Wrong Project in Wrong Place 

 

• Fortunately we have the Right Law for the Right Time  

– PEPA Asks the Board to uphold the Town’s steep slope law and 

vote no for the Falcon Group’s Sherman Avenue proposal 

 

 

 



• Property owners should be able to use their property as they wish so long 

as it doesn’t adversely affect neighboring properties or public safety. 

 

• As PEPA’s  legal and planning consultants  have shown  the slope 

development on this parcel, may constitute potential dangers to the public 

health, safety and welfare and has the potential to cause environmental 

damage, the applicant should be denied. 

 

The Sherman Avenue Subdivision should be denied  



Contact: 

Anne Gold, Executive Director 

Box 21, Purchase, NY 10577 

(914) 251-1825 www.pepany.com 

 

 

http://www.pepany.com/

